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BOOK REVIEWS. 151 

Professor Holtzmann in a brief introduction of seventeen pages sketches the his- 
story and literature of New Testament criticism. The book is divided into two parts, 
the first treating the subject in a general way, the second entering into its several 
details. In the first part the author presents us with a history of the text and of its 
traditions, explaining the causes of the alterations that were introduced either unin- 
tentionally or by mistake ; he reviews the critical apparatus for text-revision and also 
the history of the printed and revised editions up to the present attempt at emenda- 
tion. Then a history of the canon is given, from the oldest Christian literature down 
to the radical criticisms of the present time. In the second and special part we find a 
careful compilation of all the criticisms concerning the single books and epistles of 
the New Testament. The first chapter treats of St. Paul's epistles to the Thessa- 
lonians, Galatians, Corinthians, Romans, to Philemon, the Colosians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, the pastoral epistles ; further, the epistle to the Hebrews, which is non- 
Paulinian, the two epistles of St. Peter, the epistle of St. Jude, and that of St. 
James. The second chapter introduces us into the historical books of the synoptic 
gospels and the Acts, where, in a brief review of fifty-seven pages, we find the same 
data presented which are more fully explained in another publication of our au- 
thor, reviewed in The Monist, Vol II, No. 2. 

A new period in the development of Christian literature begins with all those 
writings which go under the name of St. John. A discussion of these books is con- 
tained in the third chapter, which treats of the apocalypse, the fourth gospel, and 
St. John's epistles. Not the least interest attaches to the fourth chapter, the sub- 
ject of which is the vast domain of the apocryphal books of the New Testament, 
the number of which has, of late, been greatly increased by several new discoveries. 
The subject divides itself naturally into apocryphal gospels (Chap. II), apocryph- 
ical stories about the lives and deeds of the apostles (Chap. Ill), apocryphical epis- 
tles (Chap. IV), and apocryphical apocalypses (Chap. V). k/jc. 



Sammlung von popular-wissenschaftlichen Vortragen UBER den Bau und die 
Leistungen des Gehirns. By Professor Theodor Meynert. Vienna and 
Leipsic: Wilhelm Braumuller. 1892. Pp.253. 

This latest publication of Professor Meynert's was mentioned in the last number 
of The Monist by Mr. Christian Ufer, in the department ' ' Literary Correspondence. ' 
Since its appearance Professor Meynert has died. His name has stood foremost for 
a great number of years in the ranks of psychiatrical investigators, and his contri- 
butions to the science to which he was devoted, have, perhaps more than those of 
any other, tended to its permanent advancement. The activity of his life has ex- 
tended over a great number of years, and his labors have not only been applied to 
the theoretical interests of his science alone, but have also been directed — and this 
is the most important part of every scientist's work — to bringing the results of 
his investigations into connection with the great body of knowledge at large, and 
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especially to putting in popular form, and bringing within the reach of the general 
reader, the facts of the science which he contributed so much to establish. 

The present lectures date from the year 1868. They owe their origin to the 
identification in later years of the interests of medicine with the interests which 
every human being has at heart, of resolving the mysteries of mental operations gen- 
erally. Their main subject is the description and investigation of the structure of 
the cerebral organs ; and the elucidation in the light of such description of the psy- 
chical operations of the brain. The fundamental facts of this province are not 
difficult. The mam thing required is to free ourselves from the impediments which 
artificial thought on this subject has at all times imported into the consideration of 
intellectual facts. Our knowledge in this domain is founded on observation and 
introspection; not upon dialectics. Phenomena, simply, are presented to observation, 
and not the ultimate essences of forces. So, too, the apparatus of observation and in- 
trospection give only their own phenomena. Their contents are the animated external 
world as it affects conscious beings, and involves, besides intuition, the facts of mem- 
ory. Unpersonal inherited memories, which take the form of instinct, are not forth- 
coming. The present lectures do not pretend to give instruction in the anatomy of 
the brain per se, but simply in so far as it is necessary to the understanding of the 
brain's mechanism. All things viewed, all things intuited are contents of conscious- 
ness, which in its limitations to the sense-impressions of the individual being, we 
term the ego, or I. In so far as the external world is the intuited contents of con- 
sciousness, the extent of the latter is increased, the ego, the 7, expands into the 
secondary ego, or /. In this doctrine of a secondary ego the problems which grow 
out of the behavior of individuals towards the external world are resolved in the 
single explanation that the ego of each particular group of things seeks to preserve 
itself by internal and external motions. The ego is simply in the possession of itself 
in every extension which it acquires ; if such extension consists of a common pos- 
session, its desire and tendency to preserve such is simply explained by the fact that 
such possession is the ego itself. Amongst the intuited objects of the ego are to be 
classed also as component parts of the secondary ego of every individual, the other 
living individualities of the world. From the point of view of this fact, the ego 
appears in its social role. The present lectures consequently extend to the consid- 
eration of the interactions of brains in society, to culture and civilisation, and seek 
to establish the phenomena of these domains as facts of physical knowledge. The 
method of physical inquiry is that of comparison by the alteration of the attendant 
circumstances in which the psychical mechanism acts. Physiology bases it on ex- 
periment. Nature also supplies experiments with the results that also embrace 
phenomena of culture. In the directions indicated here, the diseases of the mind 
afford a comparative means for the investigation of the phenomena of consciousness, 
a doctrine of natural cerebral experiments, and a foundation for a knowledge of the 
phenomena of mind. fiKpK. 



